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Ben Ford began his career at the University of Tennessee in 2008, and graduated Cum Laude with his 
Bachelor’s degree in Plant Sciences: Landscape Design and Construction in 2012, honing his skills 

throughout his time, and continuing to do so into his graduate program. 

 

  

  

 

 

In 2010 Ben took an internship with 
P. Allen Smith, who, with his 

associates, taught him many valuable 
skills of the trade. 

 
One of the largest parts of the 

internship was learning about the 
plants themselves. From caring for 
plants, learning how they grow, what 

they like, even how to trim back and 
maintain them: and each of these for 

the countless varieties of plants one 
might encounter in the Southeastern 

United States. This experience, along 
with his experience from his own 
work at the University of Tennessee 

provided Ben with a substantial core 
of knowledge with which to continue 

his career.  

 Yet another valuable skill Ben learned 
was publication and video/photo 

editing. Not only did this allow him to 

be in 3 of the well-known show’s 

episodes, it also allows him to generate 
a virtual representation of any 
landscape design before any supplies 

or effort goes into the physical project. 
This, combined with a hand-on, 

cooperative approach, helps to avoid 
any end-of-project problems or failures 

before they can arise.  

 
Training in sustainability was another 
part of Ben’s training. And, while its 

effects can be hard to quantify, it is 
also difficult to deny how such 

practices can be beneficial to us all. 

 

OUR STORY  
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 What a Master's Degree Project! 
 

 

“For his master's degree, Ben Ford developed the new Tranquility—the 

Cornelia B. Holland Hosta Garden in the UT Gardens, Knoxville.  

"It was a unique master's project," says Parwinder Grewal, head of the 

Department of Entomology and Plant Pathology and member of Ford’s 

academic committee. Grewal, right, is shown here congratulating Ford 

on a job well done.  

 

For his degree, Ford did everything from researching Hosta cultivation and care to collaborating with Franklin, Tennessee, donor 

Cornelia Holland on her gift and thoughts on design for the Asian-inspired garden. Ford developed the design and oversaw its 

implementation, as well as built a database about the collection. Tranquility was dedicated June 7 before a gathering of 170 well-

wishers. 

 

"Ben is leaving a legacy here," Grewal says. "His children will actually enjoy this garden. He did an excellent job. A major 

challenge for him was working with such a large collection, encompassing more than 550 species and hybrids. Tranquility is a huge 

asset to UT. The genetic diversity of the Hosta collection is tremendous and will not only enrich the experience of visitors but also 

the research that our scientists and students will conduct here." 

 

Ford, who owns Garden Guru Services has since been invited twice to speak on designing with collections, once to the 

International Plant Propagator's Society, the other to the Huntsville Hosta Society. Like the rest of the UT Gardens, Tranquility is 

open to the public each day from dawn to dusk. “ 

                                                                                  Article published by the Department of Plant Sciences at the University of Tennessee: ag.tennessee.edu 

 

Ben earned his Master’s Degree in Plant Sciences: Horticulture in 2014. 
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Cornelia B. Holland, pictured above, lives in Franklin where she cares for 
an acre and a half full of hundreds of hostas. In order to safeguard the 

continued nurturing of her hostas, she chose to move some of her much-
loved plants to the University of Tennesse Gardens. 

As one of the graduate 

students at the University, 
Ben was charged with 
coordinating with Ms. 

Holland to ensure that all of 
the plants were safe during 

transit, design a safe and 
attractive home for them 

upon their arrival, and 
include the necessary 
infrastructure for the care and 

maintenance of the plants in 
that design. 

TRANQUILITY -- THE CORNELIA B. HOLLAND HOSTA 

GARDEN AT THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE GARDENS 

http://www.chattanoogan.com/photos/2015/5/article.300046.large.jpg
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THE GARDENS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE 

In 2010, Ben obtained his first 

job at the UT Gardens as an 
intern in the Rose Garden. 

While part of the program, he 
was responsible for caring for 

the many varieties of often 

finicky and difficult roses in 

the garden, keeping them 
watered, sprayed, and sunned 
as each required. 

Although Roses are quite beautiful and 

generally able to deal with a wide range  of 
temperature, they are very sucseptible to 
disease. As part of his work in the Rose 

Garden, Ben worked directly with Dr. Mark 
Windham, Distinguished Professor in 

Ornamental Pathology, to diagnose and treat 
the numerous diseases that roses suffer from, 

such as Rose Rosette. 

At the Trial Gardens, Ben 
worked under Dr. Susan 

Hamilton making designs, 
pricing plants for sale, and 
performing maintenance and 

construction throughout UT 
Gardens. When considering 

all of his prior work in the 
gardens, as well as his 

continued cooperation with 
various programs, Ben left a 
real thumbprint at the 

University of Tennessee.  
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Scripps Network of HGTV brought on 

Ben as a contractor in 2012. In 
addition to designing and maintaining 

the landscaping at their Knoxville 
Headquarters, he was employed in 
several sponsored local projects. 

HGTV AND SCRIPPS NETWORK INTERACTIVE 
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As part of their programming, HGTV 
regularly stages showcases for their 

various home-improvement shows, 
including those that do more work 
outdoors rather within the home. 

Ben was hired to design and oversee the 
volunteer-powered installation of HGTV’s 

2012 Showcase Garden. Hosted at the 
University of Tennessee Gardens, Ben already 

had an intimate connection to the location and 
the people there. However, this time his 
garden, sponsored and featured by HGTV, was 

brought to the national eye through their 

programming. 

HGTV SHOWCASE GARDEN 
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Because of his injuries, he has difficulty navigating stairs he 

and Hilary moved their bedroom to home’s basement level. 
There was no bathroom on that level, so Rebuilding 

Together Knoxville and local contractors sectioned off part 
of the garage and turned it into a handicap-accessible 

bathroom with a sink, toilet, large shower and a linen closet. 
Annette Brun, who is a Rebuilding Together Knoxville 
volunteer and helped organize the project, said, “The work 

we did at the Robert and Hilary Bogus home last week was 
one of the most emotional and inspirational projects I’ve 

ever had the pleasure of working on, not only as a Scripps 
employee but as a volunteer for Rebuilding Together. Maybe 

because it was executed in the spirit of the Medal of 
Honor convention, or maybe it was because we had amazing 
homeowners who were grateful for every shovel of dirt, 

every stroke of paint, every ‘thank you for your service’ they 
heard.” 

 

While the contractor crew worked inside, Scripps volunteers worked outside, installing landscaping 

based on a plan done by UT student and Scripps contractor, Ben Ford. New foundation planting, with 

shrubs from the HGTV Home Plant Collection, went on either side of the front door. In the back yard, 
volunteers planted two 15-foot oaks, set up new outdoor furniture from HGTV Home, added a water feature 
and spread 2 tons of pea gravel, 4 tons of sand and 20 yards of mulch – one wheelbarrow at a time. As Ben 

said, “A lot of blood, sweat and tears went into this project.” 

In addition to being part of #scrippscsr Volunteer Day 2014, this project was also part of Scripps’ celebration 

of the annual convention of the Congressional Medal of Honor Society, held in Knoxville, TN this year. Two 

Medal of Honor recipients toured the home and chatted with Robert and Hilary on their newly refurbished 
deck. 

  

 

HGTV COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT 

Robert and Hilary Bogus live with their three children and two loveable boxers in a split-level home 
in the Ball Camp area. Robert is a veteran of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, where he served in both 
the Army and Marines. During his tour, he was injured by IED attacks while he was inside of an HMV. 

 

The volunteer team worked incredibly hard and 
the result was an amazing transformation for the 
Bogus family and a day they will not soon forget.” 

 

http://www.rebuildingtogetherknoxville.org/
http://www.rebuildingtogetherknoxville.org/
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The commercial was a success, airing on 
various HGTV channels through the following 

months. 

As part of the furthered popularity growth 
of their Lawn and Garden related shows, 

HGTV chose to create a new, locally-filmed 
commercial to show what they could do. 
Ben was chosen to oversee the commercial 

and design the garden in it, ultimately 

chosen by the company to showcase its 

landscaping prowess through the talents 
and abilities of Ben himself.  

 
 
 

The setting: an idyllic Southeastern Cottage 
nestled in the woods. Of course, the design 

also had to consider and allow space for all 
of the necessary filming equipment that had 

to remain out-of-frame. 
 

HGTV COMMERCIAL 
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THE GARDEN GURU GOAL 
 

At Garden Guru Services, our goal is to create 

and deliver home and business landscape service 

that exceed our client’s expectations. 
 

 
Why Wait? 

 

“Landscaping can add as much as 14% to the resale value of a building and speed its sale by as much as 6 
weeks.” 
-Associated Landscape Contractors of America 

 
By spending 5% of the value of your home on the installation of a quality low maintenance landscape, you 

could boost the resale value by 15%, earning back 150% or more of your landscape investment.” 
-Smart Money Magazine 

 

CONTACT US 

 
Phone: (865) 622-8105 

Email: benford2@hotmail.com 

My creativity is inspired largely from my travels to 
world-famous gardens of Spain, Portugal, 

England, and Scotland. While as a young boy, I 
viewed landscaping as a hobby; I now view the 
craft as a lifelong career. I love serving the 

communities of East Tennessee every day by 
making my clients’ landscaping dreams come true. 

  
-Ben Ford, Owner 
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   WHY SHOULD YOU CHOOSE US? 
 

• Ben is your contact for all job aspects—from the estimate, design, installation, and maintenance. This 
eliminates the hassle of having to communicate with various contractors for one project. 

• We listen to what you have to say then give solid horticultural advice and direction. 

• We use the latest 3D rendering technology to show you our vision. 

• We care about your property’s curb appeal. 

• All our employees take pride in both their work and in being a professional. 

• We are a locally owned small business and your neighbor. 

• We are licensed for all state and local requirements.  

• Our customers love us!  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

houzz.com/pro/gardenguruservices

He and his crew are fast, efficient, and 

reasonable. He also returned several months 
later to be sure everything was doing well. I 

highly recommend his service. 
 
-Gena H. 

 

Ben Ford and the Garden Guru Services team did 
an excellent job installing a 200 square foot paver 

patio with stone access steps and a gas fire pit 
feature in our backyard. The project was started 
and finished on time, under budget, and in a 

quality manner. The team showed up on time as 
scheduled each day, worked neatly, and were 

courteous to our family and neighbors! 
 
-Ed S. 

 

We chose Ben and his team at Garden Guru 

to do our paver patio project and we 
couldn't be happier with the final product. 

They completed the project on time and 
provided great follow-up post installation.  
 
-Josh D 
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We Care 
What separates Garden Guru Services from 

other landscape companies? The people. 

We  are  p a s s i ona te  a b ou t  la ndsca p ing  a nd  t ru ly  
c a re  ab ou t  our  c l i en t s ,  ou r  e mp loyee s ,  a nd  the  

c ommuni ty .  We  a re  so  fo r tuna te  to  ha ve  the  
op p or tuni ty  to  c rea t e  be a ut i fu l  g re en  sp ac e s - -

one  p rop e r ty  a t  a  t i me .  I t  wou ld  be  our  p le a su re  
to  w ork  w i th  y ou .   

Our  ap p roac h  to  la ndsc ap e  de s i gn  i s  t o  l ook  a t  

e ac h  s i t e  a s  un iq ue  a nd  eac h  c l i e n t ’ s  g oa l s  
sp ec i f i c  to  the i r  ow n  wa nt s  a nd  ne eds .  We  

e x te nd  the  l i v i ng  sp ac e  o f  a  home  by  
c rea t i ng  be a ut i fu l  p a t i o s  su r rounded  

b y  func t iona l  ga rde ns  tha t  p rov ide  ye a r - round  
i n te re s t  and  acc entua te  the  a rc h i t ec tu re  o f  the  
home.  A sk  our  c l i e n t s  w ha t  ma de  the m choose  

us ,  and  you ’ re  l ik e l y  to  he a r  ma ny  d i f f e r e nt  
a nswe r s .  There ’ s  one  th i ng  they ’ l l  a l l  a g re e  on  

thoug h :  we  de l i ve r  ou t s ta ndi ng  r e su l t s .  

 

A 
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LANDSCAPE 

DESIGN 

There are many things to 
think about and pay 
attention to that will 
contribute to the success 
of a landscape.  
 

Conditions such as 
drainage, grading, soil, 
sunlight, mature size of 
plant material, aesthetics 
and maintenance all must 
be considered, and a 
professional designer will 
be able to address all of 
these factors.  

A. Before  

The homeowners wish list: 

1. Reduce impact of the 

steep slope in the front 

of the home. 

2. Use shrubs and 

evergreens to make the 

home more inviting. 

3. Use low maintenance 

plants that will provide 

color throughout the 

year. 

4. Amend the soil and 

prepare to help plants 

and lawn thrive.  

B. After 

This project called for a stacked 

stone retaining wall and 

plantings wall to help reduce the 

slope and contain the plantings.  

The seasonal color the perennials 

and shrubs add color throughout 

the year while the evergreens in 

the background provide structure 

for the garden.   

We added 2500 square feet of 

sod and 20 yards of topsoil to 

rejuvenate and prolong the 

health of the lawn and plantings. 

Investment Price: $8,000 

A 

B 

B B 

Whether you wish to do-it- 
yourself or have our team of 
professionals install the project, 
a custom design plan for your 
particular site will ensure 
success with plants that are 
hardy and will thrive in your 
area. Our team’s education in 
horticulture will create a garden 
that will flourish for years to 
come. 
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STEPS IN 

PLANNING AND 

DESIGN 

Step One: Meeting the client for 

consultation regarding goals and 

budget. Measurements and 

photographs of the site will be 

taken.  

 

Step Two: The site is put to scale 

on paper and ideas are 

researched based on the clients’ 

desires and goals, as well as 

suitability for the sites 

conditions. Some ideas are 

sketched, while many, many 

others are tossed in the bin.  

 

Step Three: A preliminary plan 

will be presented to the client to 

share our ideas to get feedback 

and explore other ideas together 

before a final plan is drafted.   

 

Step Four: The detailed master 

plan is given to the client that 

clarifies specific materials, plants 

and quantities. In addition to a 

detailed master plan, we also 

provide maintenance tips that 

cover basic plant care such as 
pruning, fertilizing and watering 

to ensure success after 

installation.  

FREE LANDSCAPE ESTIMATE 
• One site-visit to discuss the project 

• Free perspective of one area  

• Materials list with estimated installation cost 

 

LANDSCAPE DESIGN PACKAGE FOR DIY CUSTOMERS Starting at $400 for a basic front yard or backyard design 
• Comprehensive landscape design plan 

• One round of plan revisions 

• Materials and plant list with estimated cost 

 

LANDSCAPE DESIGN AND INSTALLATION Starting at $600 (Spend $5,000 or more on installation and the design is free.) 
• Comprehensive landscape design plan 

• One round of plan revisions 

• Materials and plant list with estimated cost 
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5-to-7 inch river stone 

Large diameter stone requires more 

stone to fill in all the gaps and spaces 

to hide filter fabric below.  

Soil Amendments 

Mixes of finely ground-aged pine bark 

and leaf compost blended together to 

make a slightly acidic soil 

amendments. 
Installed starting at $65 per yard 

Pine Bark Fines 

Installed starting at $76 per yard 

Installed starting at $130 per ton 

A mulch that will never fade or decay. 

Typically, river rock best last 5 to 10 

years.  

2-to-5 inch river stone 

Installed starting at $55 per yard 

Add a rich brown tone to the 

landscape with less coloring agents.  

  Double Ground Mulch 

Installed starting at $75 per yard 

Premium long-lasting colored mulch 

comes in midnight black, brown, red 

and gold.   

Colored Mulch 

Installed starting at $125 per ton 

Starting at $500 per 500 square feet  

Year-round greenery requires daily 

watering and multiple applications of 

fungicide control.  

Fescue Lawn 

Zoysia turns a beautiful blonde color 

after the first frost, and will not stat 

greening up until mid-April the 

following year.  

El toro Zoysia 

Starting at $600 per 500 square feet  

This picture was taken during the 

intense heat of the summer. Zoysia 

lawn is far better, more dependable 

investment than fescue.  

El toro Zoysia 

Starting at $600 per 500 square feet  

 

PRODUCTS AND MATERIALS 
 

 

Finley ground pine bark mulch or soil 

amendment. Great for acid loving 

plants such as blueberry, 

rhododendron, and azalea.  
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What better way to relax than near the 

warm glow of a fire! Outdoor fireplaces and 
fire pits add peacefulness to outdoor living, 
giving your family and friends a beautiful 
place to relax. Garden Guru Services can 
design and install a fireplace made of stone 
or brick that will add warmth to those cool 
autumn nights and further extend the use of 
your landscape. 

 

 

 

 

A. Fire Boulder 
 

It’s a boulder, and it spits out fire. What 

more do you need to know? (Starting at $1999) 

B. Outdoor Chimney 
 

For a more refined look in windy areas, this 

chimney and hearth truly bring the feeling of 

a room to your outdoor space. 

C. Natural Gas Fire Pit 
 

A more convenient alternative to traditional 

fire pits, with fire at the flip of a switch. 
(Starting at $999) 

 

FIRE FEATURES 
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D. Block Fire Pit Kit 
 

Fire pit kits come in an assortment of 

shapes, styles, and sizes. (Starting at $500) 

E. Natural Stone Fire Pit 
 

Natural flagstone in ground fire pit. 

The floor surrounding the fire pit Is 

Tennessee pea gravel. Boulders 

provide ample seating for a quick fire, 

and there is plenty of room to bring in 

more comfortable seating when the 

fire pit is in use. (Starting at $4000) 

F. River Rock Fire Pit 
 

A 120 square foot grey flagstone patio 

with sand swept joints that 

comfortably seat 5 to 6 Adirondack 

chairs nestled around a river rock fire 

pit. (Starting at $3000) 

G. Brick and Mortar Fire Pit 
 

A three-foot diameter brick and 

mortar fire pit with fire brick lining. 

The Crab Orchard flagstone veneer of 

the fire pit matches that of the house. 
(Starting at $2500) 

D 

D 

E F 
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PATHWAYS 
 

A. Natural Stone Pathway 
   Meander through the garden on a natural stone 

pathway. Crushed gravel fines fill the cracks between 

stones. (Starting at $11 per square foot) 

 

B. Natural Flagstone Pathway 
    The view from the deck shows off the artistry in the 

flagstone patio below. The meandering path allows for 

easy access to the boat dock. (Starting at $11 per square foot) 
 

 

C. Pea Gravel 
    A simple low-maintenance path bordered with 

formed stone blocks. Provides more color and 

comfort than crushed gravel. (Starting at $10 per square 

foot) 
 

D. Crushed Gravel 
   A pathway fit for a park. This pathway is made of 

compacted gravel fines held in neatly defined lines 

by metal edging. This pathway is perfect for heavily 

traveled paths or driveways. (Starting at $8 per square foot) 

A 

B 

C 

D 
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In addition to the more traditional paver 
applications, they can also be used to 

create more industrial areas, such as 
driveways or car lots. Irregularly shaped 

pavers can also be bought to create a 
more natural look, or create a unique 
border with your lawn. 

A. Mega Arbel Paver Path 

The irregular shape of these pavers create a 

natural looking path that can support foot traffic 

and small vehicles. 

B. Mega Arbel Paver Edge 

The irregular shape of the pavers is on full 

display, creating a very natural look. 

C. Paver Driveway 

A large driveway with a circle kit made entirely 

of pavers. If the driveway is damaged, the pavers 

allow for removal and repair of the damaged 

area only, rather than a complete reconstruction. 

A 

B 

C 
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PATIOS 

 
Providing a beautiful alternative to 
typical outdoor areas, these styled patios 

can be adapted to any theme, while 
often providing more comfort and 

flexibility than traditional concrete. 

 
A.Natural Flagstone Patio 
Natural Flagstone with crepping thyme planted 

within the cracks of the stones. (Starting at $10 per 

square foot) 

 

 

B. Natural Stone Patio 
A 48-inch bench nestled in a planting bed. The flagstone path below provides draws the eye to the seating area and invites guest 

to take a break and enjoy the surrounding garden. A six-inch, dry stack wall surrounds the bed and retains the garden bed.  
(Starting at $11 per square foot) 
 

C. Square-Cut Flagstone Patio 
A very modern look. Each piece of stone is cut and outlaid in a random pattern. The stones are set in mortar. (Starting at $29 per 

square foot) 
 

 

B C 

A 
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Paver Patios are the most 
common and popular patio we 

offer. In addition to their extreme 
flexibility in style and layout, these 

are some of the most easily 
repairable patios available. They 
cost about 20% more than 

stamped concrete. 

 
D. Paver Patio with Fire Pit 
Pavers can be cut to match any turn or 

corner in their setting. 
 

E. Paver Patio with Circle Kit 
Pavers can be coated with a lacquer that 

maintains their wet appearance. 
 

 

E 

D 
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STEPS 
 

A. Natural Steps 
Meander through the garden on a 

natural stone steppers. Stone steppers 

come in a variety of sizes and 

thicknesses, 

B. Boulder Steps 
A perfect blend for a boulder wall, these 

steps create a pristinely natural look. 

C. Cut Stone Steps 
Perfect for a formal pathway with high 

foot traffic. 

 

 

 

 

 

C 

B A 
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WALLS 
 

Walls can be used to make useful space out of very 
sloped yards, while providing a beautiful backdrop for 

your outdoor activities. 
 

A. Boulder wall around pool 
Boulders provide the same functionality as a typical wall but 

maintain a much more natural appearance. (Starting at $7,500) 
 
B. Straight-stack boulder wall 
By stacking the boulders vertically, they can fit in a much smaller 

footprint. (Starting at $7,500) 
 
C. Landscape boulder wall 
Not only functional, but beautiful as well. (Starting at $7,500) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

B C 

A 
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WALLS 
 (continued) 

 
A. Tumbled Stone Edging 
An elegant solution to path-side 

landscaping. (Starting at $12 per foot) 

 
B. Block Retaining Wall 

Segmental retaining walls are made from 

high-strength concrete units, dry-stacked, 

interlocked with pins, and set on granular 

leveling pads. These mortar-less walls do 

not need frost footings. (Starting at $35 per 

square foot) 
 

C. Stone Veneer Wall 
The stone veneer matches the stone on the 

house. The columns help to anchor the 

wall visually. (Starting at $38 per face foot) 
 

D. Antiqued Stone  
Tumbled Flagstone pieces create a 

timeless looking stone wall. The antiqued 

stone is perfect for low retaining wall and 

edging projects. (Starting at $35 per face foot) 

D 

A 

B 

C D 
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HOLIDAY 

LIGHTING 

AND 

GREENERY 

PROGRAM Want more time to enjoy the 
holidays and less time 

decorating?  

Whether it’s a simple display or 
expansive design project, the 
holiday pros at Garden 
Guru will be there for you 
throughout the season. We 
offer holiday set-up and take 
down services for both 
residential and commercial 
customers.  

Our holiday design services 
include wreaths, greenery, 
outdoor lighting, Christmas tree 
set-up, live Christmas tree 
decoration and planting, and 
much more.  

Garden Guru Services 
Suite 151, 234 Morrell Rd.,  

Knoxville, TN 37919 

January 2019 

PORTFOLIO 
See what we can do! Some of our favorite projects, for your enjoyment. 

(Begins Next Page) 
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Lakeside Lodge 
(Before) 
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Lakeside Lodge 
(Before and After) 
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Lakeside Lodge 
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Lakeside 

View 
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Mountaintop Garden 
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Garden Guru Services: We have the tools! 
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Hillside Pool 
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Urban Gardens 
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Forest Drive 
-Under Construction- 
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Forest Drive 
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Woodland Walk 
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Woodland Walk 
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Dogwood Arts 

House and 

Garden Show 

2016 

 

Dogwood Arts House 

and Garden Show 

2015 
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Dogwood Arts 

House and 

Garden Show 

2017 
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Dogwood Arts House and 

Garden Show 

2018 

 


